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Adventure,
Danger,

and Heroism.

It’s March 1936 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
and the Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio 
Rivers are rising rapidly with flooding likely. 
Eleven-year-old Billy Flynn and his seven-
year-old brother Tommy are happy when 
school is cancelled. The boys’ excitement soon 
turns to fear and awe as the rivers overflow 
their banks and people are forced to flee from 
their homes and work. Soon they experience 
life as they’ve never known it, discovering real 
courage and honor along the way.

Includes historic photos taken during and 
immediately after the flood, and a section of 
flood facts and trivia to entertain and educate 
readers of all ages.

For readers 7 and up.

Description:
Author Mildred Flaherty based her tale on memories gleaned from family and friends who 

lived through the flood as children, as well as on careful research. She includes many historic 
photos plus maps, charts, and graphs of the flood’s impact on Pittsburgh, marking this as a 
lively piece of juvenile fiction grounded in frightening reality.

The Saint Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936 left over 200 dead in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
region and at least 500 injured within the city. Over 135,000 people were driven from their 
homes as floodwaters rose to a record high of 46 feet, 21 feet above flood level. Thirty thou-
sand WPA (Works Progress Administration) laborers rescued victims from flooded homes and 
cleaned up after the waters receded.

With historical photos and illustrations.

ISBN 0-9711835-8-9,  $17.95,
softcover,   5.5x8.5 in.   110 pages,

56 per carton.
Subject categories include: Juvenile fiction, histor-

ical fiction, floods, rivers, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
ages 7 and up.

A Teacher’s Study Guide is also 
available as a companion to this title.
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• . . . Billy watched Mom and Dad as they talked. Billy had never seen Mom look so worried. Except for 
the time last year when Dad lost his electrician’s job and had to take the job digging ditches. Billy knew this 
was more than just another flood. He knew something awful was going to happen.

That evening after supper, the family sat silently and listened to the radio. The fire at Crucible Steel contin-
ued to burn out of control. Mayor McNair ordered all residents of Pittsburgh to stay at home. The weather-
man said the rivers would probably crest at 33 feet tonight, 8 feet above flood level at the Point downtown.

Tommy poked Billy. “What’s gonna happen?”

Billy shook his head. “I don’t know, Tommy. I don’t think anybody knows.”

• . . . They started home in the dusk of the winter evening. No trolleys clattered along the rails. No street 
lights illuminated their way. The low storm clouds clamped the smog and soot tight on the city. Up ahead the 
sky had an odd red glow from the fires burning at the steel plant. A cold rainy wind swept through the empty 
streets. They hurried home through the gathering dark.

News Bulletin, 7 PM:
The water level at the Point is 46 feet—21 feet
above flood level. This is the highest level the
rivers have ever reached at the Point.

“I’m scared,” Tommy said. “I can’t hardly see where I’m going.” He shuddered.

Excerpts from the book:

The Author: Mildred Flaherty is a retired faculty member of the 
University of Pittsburgh and a pediatric nurse. She was born and raised on 
Pittsburgh’s North Side, two blocks from where the flood waters stopped. 
Her memories of the flood and the memories of friends and family served 
as incentive for the story, as did a folder of yellowed newspaper clippings 
about the 1936 flood discovered in the bottom drawer of an old bureau.

Ms. Flaherty’s work has been published in regional journals and anthologies 
such as Pittsburgh Quarterly, Raystown Review, Taproot, Loyalhanna Review, 
Story Friends, and Voices from the Attic.

• �At the peak of the flood, 65% of Pittsburgh’s Golden Triangle was underwater.

• �Over 200 people lost their lives as a result of the flood.

• �The flood caused over 250 million dollars worth of property damage—that’s 
over 3 billion in today’s dollars!

A few flood Facts from the book:


